Ways to Fix Bad Credit (Realistic & Actionable)
By Thomas Toomey

Fixing bad credit isn’t quick—but it is possible. Progress comes from consistency, not perfection.

1. Get Clear on Where You Stand
Pull your credit reports and review them line by line. You can’t fix what you don’t see.
· Look for late payments, collections, charge-offs, and errors
· Note balances and due dates

2. Pay Bills On Time—Every Time
Payment history is the biggest factor in your score.
· Set reminders or auto-pay (even for minimums)
· One on-time payment at a time rebuilds trust

3. Lower Credit Card Balances
High balances hurt your score.
· Aim to use less than 30% of available credit
· Pay down the smallest balances first for momentum

4. Don’t Close Old Accounts (If Possible)
Credit age matters.
· Keep older accounts open—even if unused
· Closing them can lower your score

5. Dispute Errors on Your Credit Report
Mistakes happen—and they hurt.
· Dispute incorrect accounts, balances, or dates
· Follow up until corrected

6. Communicate With Creditors
Avoid ignoring debt.
· Ask about hardship programs or payment plans
· Settling is often better than defaulting

7. Build Positive Credit Activity
Add good data to outweigh bad data.
· Secured credit card
· Credit-builder loan
· Authorized user on a responsible account

8. Stop Applying for New Credit
Too many applications = too many hard inquiries.
· Pause new credit until your score stabilizes

9. Create a Simple Budget You’ll Actually Follow
You don’t need perfection—just control.
· Track income vs expenses
· Prioritize housing, food, utilities, and credit payments

10. Be Patient and Consistent
Negative marks fade with time if behavior changes.
· Collections lose impact over time
· On-time payments rebuild credibility

What Doesn’t Fix Credit
· Ignoring debt
· Quick-fix promises
· Closing everything
· Constantly checking your score daily

Credit Rebuild Reminder
Bad credit doesn’t define you.
It reflects past circumstances—not your future discipline.

